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Burundi 
Reportage on Rising Tension in Burundi 


Tutsi Students Protest UN Envoy 


AB2303 124295 Paris AFP in English 1223 GMT 
235 Mar 95 


[By Damien Ntiranyuhura] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, March 23 (AFP)— 
Tutsi students took to the streets in Burundi’s capital 
Thursday [23 March], accusing the UN special envoy 
here of siding with armed Hutu extremists, as the 
country risked plunging into a bloodbath. 


Between 2,006 and 3,000 students marched through cen- 
tral Bujumbura as watchful paramilitary police stood by, 
demanding that UN envoy Ahmedou Ould Abdallah leave 
Burundi within 12 hours and alleging that he had not done 
his job. “United Nations yes, Abdallah no!” read one of 
their banners. Another offered condolences to the families 
of three Belgians gunned down in an ethnic attack on 
Sunday which sparked a wave of killings. 


Organisers of the demonstration insisted that all stu- 
dents should take part, irrespective of their ethnic back- 
ground, and warned of reprisals for those who failed to 
participate. In a written protest call, they said: “Anybody 
who is absent will be severely punished by the Tutsis and 
will henceforth be considered as an ‘attacker’ and thus 
undesirable on the campus.” 


The demonstration came in the wake of what national 
radio described as the first night of “‘relative calm” after 
attacks and clashes during the dusk-to-dawn curfew 
claimed almost 20 lives since Sunday. 


The central Bwiza district, scene of much of the trouble, 
was reported quiet after hundreds of Hutu inhabitants 
fled on Wednesday, afraid of attack and with no confi- 
dence in the Tutsi-dominated army. 


Ould Abdallah was singled out by the students after the 
ambush in which the Belgians, including 2 four-year-old 
girl, and two Burundis were killed while five people were 
injured. 


On Monday, the UN envoy stated that he considered the 
killing of foreigners to be an “accident” in a “random 
attack” on a road southeast of the capital, widely blamed 
here on Hutu extremist militia forces. Expatriates from 
Beigium, the former colonial power, living in Bujumbura 
said the Belgians were deliberately shot in cold blood and 
in Brussels Monday, Foreign Minister Frank Vanden- 
brouke called the murders 2 “massacre’’, though he said he 
understood Burundian troops were the primary target. 


The students dubbed Ould Abdullah the “spokesman of 
the armed gangs”. The Mauritanian UN envoy, who has 
been in Burundi for more than a year, has in the past 
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been accused of bias and given death threats by extrem- 
ists in both camps. Among moderate Tutsi and Hutu 
politicians linked in a fragile coalition government in a 
bid to stave mass bloodshed and in the diplomatic 
community, however, Ould Abdallah has been seen as 
instrumental in patient mediation that has kept the 
country from the brink. 


The past five days have seen battles between gangs of 
Hutu and Tutsi youths and machine-gun and grenade 
attacks on houses and Bwiza bars frequented largely by 
Tutsis, arousing fears of reprisals. 


Clashes have been going on for menths throughout the 
country amid growing concern that the central African 
highland nation will follow neighbouring Rwanda into 
savage civil war. 


Between 500,000 and one million Tutsis and Hutu 
moderates were massacred in Rwanda between April 
and July last year by armed Hutu extremists, before the 
Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic Front seized power. 


Over the border in Zaire, members of the defeated 
Rwandan Hutu Interahamwe militias and army are 
reported to be undergoing hit-and- run training and 
beginning to cooperate with their fellow tribesmen in 
Burundi. Burundi’s former interior minister Leonard 
Nyangoma, a Hutu opposed to powe-sharing, is also in 
Zaire and is sending militias to carry out guerrilla attacks 
against Burundi troops, their officers say. 


Burundi’s slide began with a failed coup on October 21, 
1993, when soldiers assassinated the country’s first Hutu 
president, Melchior Ndadaye, who had won multi-party 
elections the previous June. Inter-ethnic fighting that 
followed resulted in some 50,000 deaths. 


The United Nations, which is planning to mount geno- 
cide trials in Rwanda, also wants a commission of 
inquiry established to investigate the unpunished mur- 
ders in Burundi. 


France Advises Nationals To Return 


LD2203201395 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1830 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] There is still tension in 
Burundi. [Passage omitted] A ceremony was held today 
in memory of the three Belgian nationals killed in an 
ambush on a road close to the capital. The expatriate 
community of the town is in a state of emotion. Jean 
Helene is in Bujumbura: 


[Begin Helene recording] A moving funeral service in the 
cathedral of Bujumbura brought together almost al! the 
capital’s expatriate community, as well as many politi- 
cians and Burundian friends of the mourning families [as 
heard]. You can feel that the expatriate circles are 
beginning to feel anxious. 


Paris has called on the families of French state 
employees to return for the Easter holidays in a few days 
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time. Neither Brussels nor the United Nations [as heard] 
have yet taken similar measures in reaction to the killing 
of the three Belgians. [Passage omitted] 


The opposition party Inkinzo has just asked for the 
installation of a state of emergency. [end recording] 


Refugee Help Diminishire 


BR2303092095 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 22 Mar 95 p 6 


[Report by Rik De Gendt: “Burundi Between Fear and 
Hope—Committee for National Debate on Reconcilia- 
tion Established”’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels—The militias of 
extremist Hutus and Tutsis, whether or not supported by 
the Army, are not the only ones fighting a war in 
Burundi. The country is fighting a much more important 
battle. It is also fighting for its fragile democracy. This is 
how an experienced relief worker described the confused 
situation in Bujumbura during a phone call with DE 
STANDAARD on Tuesday [21 March]. He labelled the 
establishment of the preparatory committee for a 
national debate on reconciliation a hopeful sign against 
the background of fear, murder and terror. 


The pictures of the cars in which our compatriots were 
shot on their way back io Bujumbura last Sunday night, 
as broadcast by the Burundian television, made a deep 
impression on everyone. The numerous bullet holes 
show that it was a deliberate attack. The fact that the 
attackers did not even restrain themselves when they 
found out that they were dealing with whites filled many 
Burundians and foreigners with horror and fear. 


In Bwiza, one of the capital’s few remaining districts 
with a mixed population, another four people were killed 
during shootouts last Monday night. Militias from the 
nearby Tutsi district of Nyakabiga clashed with the 
Autodefense, Bwiza’s self-defense units. 


In the rest of the capital, the situation remained rela- 
tively peaceful. Students from the Hutu district of 
Kamenge managed to go to school undisturbed. While 
there is a strong military presence in the city the military 
never interfere in the clashes. Their only task seems to 
consist in avoiding new potential confrontations. 


Amidst this atmosphere of fear and terror the official 
installation took place of the committee which is to 
prepare the “national debate on the country’s funda- 
mental problems.’ The committee’s chairman is Eugene 
Nindorera, who is widely acclaimed for his commitment 
to the observance of human rights. One of the 40 
committee members, however, has already withdrawn. 
Chairman Deogratias Niyonzima of the extreme Tutsi 
faction Sojedem refused to take part in the activities. In 
a statement on the radio he said that he preferred “a 
national conference after the Bagaza manner.” 
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Former President Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, who is increasingly 
comiig to the fore as a radical Tutsi, wants to do away with 
the entive present constitutional system and start from 
scratch on the basis of such a national conference. 


Preparations 


Meanwhile, neighboring Zaire announced last Tuesday 
that it is preparing itself for a new influx of refugees from 
Burundi. Out of a total of 1,000 military who must 
ensure safety in the camps near Goma, 250 have been 
sent more to the south in the direction of Bukavu. The 
United Nations High Committee for Refugees has also 
been preparing for the worse for some time now. 


The pressure of the huge number of refugees in the area is 
gradually becoming unbearable. There have been ominous 
reports from the border camp of Ngara in Tanzania about 
an acute shortage of food. There are stocks for hardly two 
more weeks. “If these stocks are used up, hell can break out 
for good there,”’ an almost hopeless official of an interna- 
tional refugee organization said. 


There is no immediate solution in sight. In Brussels, the 
High Commissioner for Refugees, the Japanese Sadako 
Ogata, stated yesterday that the international commu- 
nity’s efforts have reached their limit. European Com- 
missioner Emma Bonino added that “the aid cannot go 
on forever.” 


Chad 


MDD Head: American, Other Hostages Will Be 
Freed 


LD2203202095 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1830 GMT 22 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In Chad the four men—one 
American, one Malian, and two Chadians—who were 
taken hostage on 18 March by rebels of the MDD 
[Movement for Democracy and Development] in the 
Lake Chad region could be released soon. That, at any 
rate, is the hope of MDD Chairman Moussa Medella, 
who !s currently in Europe, and who does not know why 
these armed men kidnapped the four, who worked in a 
development project in Mao. Christophe Boisbouvier 
asked Moussa Medella if his men often attacked for- 
eigners living in Chad: 


[Begin recording} [Medeila] No, never. It is not some- 
thing we do, holding foreign cooperation workers in the 
Lake Chad region or elsewhere. 


[Boisbouvier] Do you often come across them? 


[Medella] Quite often, because there are foreign workers 
in the area connected with oil and what have you. We 
have no problem with the foreigners in the region of 
Chad [sentence as heard]. 


[Boisbouvier] What are you going to do now? 
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[Medella] He can be freed; there is no problem. Our aim 
is to find a solution for the Chadian people, but not to 
detain cooperation workers. 


[Boisbouvier] So you want this American hostage to be 
freed? 


{Medella] Yes, in the next few days. 


[Boisbouvier] And do you have information leading you 
to believe that he will be freed? 


{Medella] Certainly. I am the leader, so the only thing I 
do not have is just the informaiion on the [word indis- 
tinct] involved, otherwise there is no problem. [end 
recording] 


Equatorial Guinea 


U.S. Involvement in Alleged Coup Attemp Called 
‘Absurd’ 


LD2203215395 Madrid RNE-! Radio Network in 
Spanish 1900 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] We now look at the fate of the 
opposition leader in Equatorial Guinea, Severo Moto, 
who has been imprisoned 1n one of the African country’s 
most inhuman prisons. The government of Teodoro 
Obiang is going to transfer him to Bata and subject him 
to a court martial—a very summary court martial—for 
an attempted coup d'etat. It was Armengol Engonga, the 
number two man in Severo Moto’s party [Progress Party 
of Equatorial Guinea, PPGE], who reported the new 
situation of the Guinean opposition leader: 


[Begin Engonga recording] From Equatorial Guinea we 
have had verification and news that it has been officially 
communicated to Severo Moto’s lawyers that they are 
going to set up a very summary trial against him, a military 
trial, that is, a court martial, with a single indictment: an 
attempted coup d’etat, which Spain and the United States 
are reportedly behind in order to send the aircraft- carrier 
Principe de ‘sturias to Equatorial Guinea to go and 
overthrow Teodoro Obiang. [end recording] 


These accusations, in which the United States is also 
implicated, have been described as absurd and mon- 
strous by the vice-president of the Progress Party, 
although he warns that this kind of military trial has 
already served Tcodoro Obiang on previous occasions to 
get rid of his opponents. 


The situation in Equatorial Guinea, which seems to get 
more complicated by the minute, has led the Congress of 
Deputies to send a parliamentary delegation to this 
African country. It was also learned today that King Juan 
Carlos had spoken with Teodoro Obiang by telephone to 
enquire about Severo Moto. Martin Garcia Vega reports 
from Congress: 


| Begin recording] [Garcia Vega] The standing officers of 
Congress will ultimately decide the composition of the 
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foreign affairs committee delegation and the date of its 
visit to Equatorial Guinea. The decision was taken 
unanimously and the aim is to gain first-hand informa- 
tion on what is happening there and exert pressure to 
secure a democratic solution to the situation. Alejandro 
Munoz Alonso, first vice-president of the foreign affairs 
committee: 


{Munoz Alonso] ... make contact with the current situa- 
tion in Guinea because it is a situation which is changing 
very quickly and in which disagreeable and worrying 
events are taking place. So, the aim is to obtain first- 
hand information; and, secondly, give our support to the 
democratic forces, to those who waat to achieve a 
democratic norma .zation as soon as possible; and, of 
course, you might say, third, exert pressure on the 
government to embark on the path to democracy. 


[Garcia Vega] Regarding the situation in Equatorial 
Guinea, in the Congress of Deputies today the minister of 
foreign affairs, Javier Solana, revealed that on 14 March 
the King, Don Juan Carlos, had a telephone conversation 
with the Guinean president, Teodoro Obiang, in which he 
asked him to moderate the situation in Severo Moto’s 
prison and, once the sentence was made final, to exercise 
his clemency and benevolence. Solana also explained that 
Obiang answered the King by saying that he would take his 
call very much into account and that when the courts 
issued their verdict he would intervene to prevent this 
affair from being used to erase the legitimacy of the 
forthcoming elections. [end recording] 


Zaire 


Tolerance Level for Burundi Refugees Exceeded 


AB2203211495 Paris AFP in French 1854 GMT 
22 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Kinshasa, 22 Mar (AFP)}—The 
acceptable level of refugee intake from Burundi to Zaire 
“has completely been exceeded” a reliable source close 
to the Prime Minister's office disclosed today. The 
situa’.on prevailing in Burundi where acts perpetrated 
by militiamen and armed factions from Tutsi and Hutu 
ethnic groups seems to lead the country toward a 
tragedy, and threatens Zaire with a new influx of refu- 
gees, the source said. 


“We are carefully following the developments in the 
situation in the two neighboring brother countries— 
Rwanda and Burundi,” the same source said. “We do 
not see the results of our efforts in regard to a national 
reconciliation that everybody seems to be wishing for. 
We believe that it is up to mainly the international 
community, to be more committed in that sense, and any 
time it is needed. It should even place active pressure on 
the governments concerned in order to facilitate intere- 
thnic reconciliation.” The source recalled that Zaire has 
already welcomed on its territory more than | million 
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Rwandan refugees, and about 100 to 200,000 Burundians 
without receiving any compensation, but accusations of all 
sorts, against our own Armed Forces as well as a so-called 
“tolerance” toward former Rwandan militiamen. 


“When the cup is full, it is full and that is all,” the source 
concluded. The situation in the Rwandan refugee camps 
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of Goma and Bukavu (Kivu in eastern Zaire), it is 
alsorecalled, is described as “frightening” by interna- 
tional and charity organizations because of the reduction 
in relief aid in food to be delivered to the camps. 


On that issue, Mrs Sadako Ogata, the high commissioner 
for refugees, said in Brussels on 2! March that “the 
international effort has also reached its limits.” 
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Kenya 
SPLA: Islamic Party Plotting Government 
Overthrow 


EA2203202295 Nairobi KTN Television Network in 
English 1600 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] An Islamic Party of Kenya 
{IPK] guerrilla movement is hatching a plot to topple the 
Kenya Government from a base in northern Sudan. The 
rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Movement [SPLM] 
claimed at a press conference in Nairobi today that by 
August last year the unregistered IPK had 300 Kenyan 
recruits under training at a base in northern Sudan. 
Officials of the SPLM alleged that the recruits are 
transported to the Sudan by light aircrafts from secret 
airstrips in Somalia. 


However, the Sudanese Embassy in Nairobi dismissed 
the allegation as complete nonsense, and termed the 
claims a counterattack by the faction leader, John 
Garang, following recent reports that the SPLA 
[Sudanese People’s Liberation Army] had links with the 
self-styled guerrilla leader. Brigadier John Odongo. 


[Begin recording] [Apic, SPLM spokesman] The SPLM 
has evidence that the NIF [National Islamic Front] 
regime has training camps for training guerrillas against 
the Governments of Kenya, Eritrea, Ethiopia, and 
'!ganda. Training cams for the Islamic Party of Kenya, 
IPK, guerrillas are in a place called al-Rank, in Northern 
Upper Nile. iPK recruits are transported to Sudan by 
light aircrafts from secret air strips in Somalia. 


[Garang] I or any member of our leadership do not know 
of a Brigadier Odongo or the February 18 Movement 
until we read in the papers. It is complete fabrication 
that is designed by the NIF regime to sow discord in the 
region. At the logical level, the SPLA has no interest 
whatsoever to support any dissident groups in the region. 
[end recording] 
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SPLA Denies Military Training for 18 Feb 
Movement 


EA2203210295 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1600 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement, SPLM, has denied allegations that it was 
giving military training to the February 18 Movement, 
whose objective is to topple the Government of Kenya. 
The chairman of the SPLA [Sudanese People’s Libera- 
tion Army], Dr. John Garang, told a press conference in 
Nairobi today that the allegations which came from the 
Sudan Embassy in Kenya were meant to drive a wedge 
between Kenya and his movement. He said SPLA could 
not do anything that could compromise the security of 
Kenya adding that his movement did not have the 
resources to support another. 


The SPLA has as a result invited international monitors 
to visit the areas it controls in the south of Sudan to 
confirm that they do not harbor any terrorists opposed to 
the Kenyan Government. Dr. Garang assured the Gov- 
ernment and the people of Kenya that he would never 
permit any terrorist activities against them to be perpe- 
trated from the areas under his control. 


In a related development, Transport Minister Dalmas 
Otieno called on the Uganda Government to come up 
clean on the alleged guerrilla Brigadier Odongo and his 
allies. Addressing the press on arrival at the Jomo 
Kenyatta International Airport from the 10th meeting of 
transport ministers in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, Mr. 
Otieno observed that regional cooperation can only 
succeed if countries were honest with each other. He 
called on Uganda to restore its confidence with Kenya, 
adding that there was no point of harboring Kenyan 
enemies and at the same time expect Kenya to clear 
Ugandan goods in the name of trade and regional 
cooperation. 
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Reaction to Decision on Winnie Mandela Seach 
Warrants 


ANC Welcomes Court Decision 


MB2203132195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1233 
GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg March 22 
SAPA—African National Congress Secretary General 
Cynl Ramaphosa on Wednesday welcomed the Rand 
Supreme Court's decision to set aside police search 
warrant served against Winnie Mandela on March 1. 


In a statement he said the police raid that followed the 
granting of the search warrant was melodramatic, heavy- 
handed and reminiscent of the past. ““We hope the police 
will take note of the fact that South Africa is no longer a 
police state where basic democratic rights of citizens 
could be trampled upon without recourse to justice. 
Equally the ANC hopes that all those of our detractors 
who are quick to demand that we should act on the basis 
of untested allegations will draw a lesson from the 
judgment,” Mr Ramaphosa said. 


He said the party remained committed to a clean, 
accountable and transparent government. “In this 
regard, the ANC will endeavour to ensure that all its 
elected representatives act within the confines of its code 
of conduct and acceptable norms and values of society,” 
Mr Ramaphosa said. 


Ruling Not To Affect Investigation 


MB2203 143695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1350 
GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg March 22 
SAPA—Mr Justice P E Streicher’s decision on 
Wednesday to overturn search warrants which autho- 
rised raids on the home and offices of Winnie Mandela 
would not affect the criminal investigation into her 
alleged misconduct. 


That was the message from Minister of Safety and 
Security Sydney Mufamadi in response to news of Mrs 
Mandela’s successful court application. 


“The present court case was confined to the question of 
the search warrants only and did not deal with the 
substance of the allegation of criminal conduct against 
Mrs Mandela,” Mr Mufamadi said. 


“The national commissioner of the South African Police 
Service will meet soon with the investigating officer to be 
appraised of the state of the investigation,” he added. 


Wednesday's ruling in the Supreme Court in Johannes- 
burg ordered the warrants overturned, the return of 
documents seized in the raids and the state to pay the 
costs of Mrs Mandela’s application to have the warrants 
overturned. 
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Mr Justice Streicher niled the magistrate who issued the 
warrants had not properly considered the matter and the 
warrants should not have been issued. 


In his reaction, Mr Mufamadi said he hoped magistrates 
and the police would avoid a repeat of mistakes when 
search warrants were issued. 


—The Pan Africanist Congress [PAC] of Azania in the 
Gauteng Legislature on Wednesday called on Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela and Mr Mufamadi to ofier 
public apologies to Mrs Mandela. 


In a statement, Gauteng PAC MP Khoisan X said the 
president would also have to reimburse Mrs Mandela for 
any expenses she incurred as a result of police action. 


“Her name was brought into disrepute and she was 
internationally scandalised without cause,” Mr Khoisan 
X said. 


“The minister of safety and security must announce 
what measures he will take against the police officials 
who ordered the search of her house,” he added. 


Winnie Mandela Comments on Court Decision 


MB2203192795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1807 
GMT 22 Mar 95 


[By Alistair Hodge] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg March 22 
SAPA—Arts, Culture, Science and Technology Deputy 
Minister Winnie Mandela said on Wednesday it was 
only the will of the people that would determine her 
politica! future and that no individual—no matter who 
they might be—had the capacity to undermine that will. 


Addressing a news conference at her home in Soweto on 
Wednesday, after the Rand Supreme Court had over- 
turned the search warrants used by the police to search 
her home and the offices of her Campaign for Anti- 
Poverty Programme, she said she had taken the case to 
court not to suppress evidence, but to defend the ideal 
she stood for. 


Reading a statement to reporters at the news conference, 
the deputy minister said: “I realised that our interim 
constitution was on trial and I had to defend it.” 


Mrs Mandela said she emerged from the case more 
convinced and determined that irrespective of the fights 
against her, the supreme mission remained to make a 
better life for all South Africans. 


She said those who allowed themselves to be used con- 
sciously or unconsciously by sinister elements inside and 
outside the ruling African National Congress would find 
themselves “hunting with the devil”. “They should there- 
fore not be surprised when the masses call their bluff.” 
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She said the time had come for the ANC to rid itself of 
‘hose forces which had been infiltrated by “(Democratic 
Pariy ieader) Tony Leon's faceless friends”. 


Mrs Mandela, flanked by her daughters Zindzi and 
Zenani and their husbands, said the syste :iatic pattern 
to fight certain leaders of the ANC like herself would not 
end. 


“The stakes are too high for those who are against the 
empowerment of my people.” 


She said the police were part of the scheme against her 
and that their failure to pres, charges against her despite 
all the allegations “speaks volumes”. 


Mrs Mandela said she had instructed her lawyers to hand 
over to the police any document in her possession that 
the police identified as having “sufficient particularity”. 


She said her detractors in their quest to demonise her 
had forgotten the need for delivering on the Reconstruc- 
tion and Development Programme. 


“Our people still need housing and jobs. Student griev- 
ances still have to be attended to.” 


Election Rules Changed To Restrict Access to 
Voters’ Roll 


MB2203 185595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1832 
GMT 22 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesbure March 22 
SAPA—Regulations governing the local government 
elections in November are to be revised to ensure no 
information on the voters’ roll is obtained by authorities 
to initiate claims for rates, ren’ and other service 
charges, the regulations task team said on Wednesday. 


Task team chairman Paddy Roome said in a statement 
the move followed reluctance from some potential voters 
to register because of fears that local governments could 
use application forms to initiate claims. 


“We are making an amendment to the regulations to 
ensure that no authorities will be allowed to use this 
information to initiate any claims or legal processes 
against potential voters,” said the statement. “This 
motion will provide absolute protection in favour of 
voters.” 


Mr Roome confirmed | 7-year-olds who turned 18 on or 
before November | should also register for the elections. 


IFP Issues 4 April In:ernational Mediation 
Deadline 

MB2303063995 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network in 
English 0500 GMT 23 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The IFP [Inkatha Freedom 
Party] says if international mediation is not, as it puts it, 
a clear reality by 4 April, the party will have no option 
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but to leave the Constitutional Assembly. At a seminar 
in Johannesburg IFP spokesmen said the party could not 
endorse a process that would continue to fail to deliv..z a 
federal solution for South Africa. Federalism, they said, 
remained the only way to curtail the abuse of power by 
central government. 


One of the speakers at the seminar, Senator Rabi Now- 
itz, said that once the IFP had left the Constitutional 
Assembly it would probably continue to draft its own 
constitution to ensure the safeguard of a clear division 
between central and provincial government. 


11 Students Injured by Shots From Security 
Guards 


MB2203125295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1209 
GMT 22 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bloemfontein March 22 
SAPA—Eleven students were wounded, two seriously, 
on Wednesday morning when security guards at Free 
State Technikon fired birdshot at protesting black stu- 
dents, SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] 
Radio News reported. Police spokesman Maj Johlene 
van der Merwe said the two seriously wounded students 
were admitted to Universitas Hospital in Bloemfontein. 
The students apparently tried to force their way into the 
students’ bureau and security guards intervened. 


Committee Approves Joining WTO 
MB2203125895 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Networ ; in 
English 1100 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed [ext] Parliament's Portfolio Com- 
mittee on Trade and Industry has agreed to South Africa 
joining the World Trade Organization [WTO], which 
regulates international! trade relations. 


The so-called Marakesh Agreement, which ended the 
Uruguay Round of GATT negotiations, was first signed 
by former Finance Minister Derek Keys Defore last 
year’s election, but was made subject to ratification 
under the new constitution. 


The new Instrument of Accession, signed in December 
by Trade and Industry Minister Trevor Manuel, has now 
been ratified by the trade and industry committee. 


The new WTO agreement incorporates the GATT, and 
also regulates a wide variety of other international trade 
measures. The ratification was supported by the ANC, IFP 
{Inkatha Freedom Party], and National Party committee 
members, with ANC member Rob Davies commenting 
that the Marakesh Agreement still tended to favor devel- 
oped countries at the expense of developing ones. 


The director of South Africa’s foreign trade regulations 
{as heard}, Dr. Hennie Kotze, said membership of the 
WTO would entitle South Africa to most-favored-nation 
status in trade with more than 100 countries. 
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Angola 


President Santos Reshuffles Cabinet 


MB2203201895 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[Communique issued by the Office of the President in 
Luanda on 22 March] 


[FBIS Translated Text] His Excellency Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos, President of the Republic of Angola, today carried 
out a minor government reshuffle in terms of Paragraphs 
L) and G of Article 76, and of No. 2 of Article 148 of the 
Constitution. Accordingly, the following officials have 
been relieved of their posts: Santana Andre Pitra Petrof, 
general commander of the National Police; Jose Amaro 
Tati, deputy minister of agriculture and rural develop- 
ment; Zeferino Estevao Juliana, governor of Zaire Prov- 
ince; Pedro Fernando Mavunza, ambassador to the 
Republic of Zambia; and (Tcheleca Isaac Mbinda), deputy 
governor of Lunda Province for social affairs. 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos has appointed 
Fernando Faustino Muteka m:nister with out portfolio and 
head of the government delegation to the Joint Commis- 
sion. Francisco Higino Lopes Carneiro has been appointed 
deputy minister +ithout portfolio and deputy head and 
spokesman of the government delegation to the Joint 
Commission. Fernando da Piedade Dias dos Santos has 
been appointed general commander of the National Police. 
Jose Amaro Tati has been named governor of Cabinda 
Province. Ludi Kissassunda has been named governor of 
Zaire Province. Mauricio Antonio has been appointed 
deputy governor of Uige Province for the defense sector. 
Manuel Domingos Augusto has been appointed ambas- 
sador extraordinary and pliempotentiary to Zambia, and 
Jose Bernardo Domingos (Quiosa) has been named 
Angolan ambassador [title as heard]. 


Savimbi: Lusaka Peace Accord Might Not Hold 


MB2203171795 Joharinesburg Channel Africa Radio in 
English 1500 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The leader of the Angolan 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] movement, Dr. Jonas Savimbi, says Angola's 
fragile peace agreement might collapse. Dr. Savimbi said 
he shared American fears that the Lusaka peace accord to 
end the 20-year-old civil war might crumble. However, he 
remained hopeful that it would hold. He appealed for 
stronger international support for the Angolan peace pro- 
cess, particularly from the United States. 


He also said that UNITA wanted to improve its sus- 
tained relations with South Africa, which switched its 
support from UNITA to the Angolan Government after 
the fall of apartheid. Dr. Savimbi’s comments came 
amid reports that Angolan Government troops killed 
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three UNITA combatants and wounded six others in 
heavy fighting near the town of Caluquembe, which is in 
southern Huila Province. 


Savimbi Promises To Work for Peace, Views 
Portugal’s Role 

MB2203140695 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] His Exce.lency Dr. Jonas Mal- 
heiro Savimbi, National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola [UNITA] president, has again promised 
he will do everything in his power to ensure that war will 
not return to Angoia. He said this in an interview 
published today in Portugal's DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
newspaper. In the interview, UNITA President Dr. 
Jonas Savimbi said UN peacekeeping forces should be 
deployed in Ant .!- to guarantee the satisfactory conclu- 
sion of the Angolan peace process. He also asked for 
South African President Nelson Mandela’s active inter- 
vention in the peace process, adding that he would like to 
meet the South African head of state. 


The UNITA leader granted the interview in Bailundo on 
17 and 18 March. He explained that his party is involved 
in a diplomatic campaign to bring peace to Angola, and, 
to that end, UNITA Foreign Affairs Secretary Alcido 
Sakala Simoes is visiting Portugal. Savimbi called on 
Portugal to make an impartial contribution to peace in 
this country. 


) --—-pre Troops Reportedly Attack UNITA 
rea 


MB2203 154495 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Government soldiers in Huila 
Province have been attacking National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] positions in the 
area. A source linked to the UNITA Army General Staff 
says that a group of Angolan Arined Forces [FAA] from 
Caluquembe District recently attacked Calepe locality, 
which is under UNITA control, killing three UNITA 
soldiers and injuring six others. To prevent more treach- 
erous attacks, the UNITA Army Command in the 
southern region yesterday requested the deployment of 
UN Angola Verification Mission personnel and urged 
the international community to stop supplying weapons 
to the Lusaka Protocol signatories. 


UNITA Reportedly Kills 108 Civilians, German 
Aid Worker 


MB2203125995 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] It is sometimes perilous, even 
life- threatening, to use Benguela Province’s roads. 
Armed men continue to claim the lives of those using the 
province’s roads. [Passage omitted] 
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The Radio Angola correspondent in Caimbambo reports 
that 108 people have been killed, and 50 wounded, as a 
result of armed attacks on vehicles using the Benguela- 
Caimbambo road. Our correspondent reports National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] 
armed men have been moving from Calundembe to 
(Portelas) commune, some 20 km from the provincial 
capital. Their aim is to prevent the free movement of 
people and goods. Quoting a survivor from one of those 
attacks, our correspondent also reports UNITA is forc- 
ibly drafting youths into its ranks. [Passage on:itted] 


The situation in Benguela Province has already made 
(Kapanamur), a German aid organization, leave the 
province, where it was Carrying out mine remove! work. 
One of its vehicles was attacked by arm and a 
German technician was killed. Now, ‘> (->; an aid 
organization plans to pack up all i «quipr.ent and 
move to Cunene Province on 15 Apri. 


UNITA Raé¢io: FAA Deploys Tanks in Saurimo 


\4B2303085495 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translaied Text] A iotal of 10 trailers carrying 
BMP-1| and BMP-2 armored cars left Luanda for the area 
of (Funda), in Cacuaco District, on 10 March. They were 
escorted by government troops. Large quar.tities of war 
materiel have been arriving in Luanda Harbor every day. 
They are carefully stored and subsequently sent to the 
provinces. All these movements have been observed by 
Luanda’s residents, who are afraid Luanda’s Futungo de 
Belas Palace may be planning yet another tribal genocide 
throughout the country. 


(Filo Homero), the Voice of Resistance of the Black 
Cockerel correspondent [Vorgan] in the Angolan capital, 
says independent observers have called on the Angolan 
and international communities to be attentive to such 
flagrant violations to the Lusaka Protocol, adding that 
they threaten the Angolan peace process. 


Meanwhile, the people of Lunda Norte and Lunda Sul 
Provirves have been fleeing in large numbers from 
Angoian Government-controlled areas to National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA]- 
controlled areas. Those people say they have been poorly 
treated in government-controlled areas. 


Vorgan correspondent (Donato Catanha) reports those 
people are fleeing the area in the wake of a recent 
meeting in Saurimo between the Angolan Armed Forces 
[FAA] chief of General Staff and FAA uperational com- 
manders to discuss ways to recapture the UNITA- con- 
trolled mineral-rich area of Lusamba. 


In another development, IIlyushin-100 aircraft offloaded 
27 new tanks, two antiaircraft cannons, and other war 
materiel at Saurimo Airport on 18 March. 


Meanwhile, the Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola General Staff in the region has called on the UN 
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Angola Verification Mission-2 to become more closely 
involved in those areas so all attempts to derail the peace 
process can be nipped in the bud. 


UN General Assesses Withdrawal of Troops From 
Bela Vista 


MB2203151695 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 22 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt) General Chris Garuba, UN 
Angola Verification Mission-2 commander, yesterday 
visited Bela Vista to speed up the withdrawal of govern- 
ment troops from the city. Sources from the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] 
Army General Staff say that positive steps in the disen- 
gagement of the soldiers are expected following General 
Chris’ trip to the area. The Angolan Armed Forces 
occupied Bela Vista, Kaichiungo, on 25 February, in 
contradiction of the disengagement process. UNITA 
believes that all steps of the Lusaka Protocol should be 
respected so that Angola’s general peace accords are 
implemented. [Passage omitted] 


Lesotho 


Advocate Seeking Oider Against King Released 
By Gunmen 


MB2203175995 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 1600 
GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The well-known Maseru legal 
practitioner, advocate Thabang Ahauoe, who was 
abducted in Maseru on Monday afternoon by unknown 
gunmen was released last night. Mr. Ahauoe recently 
filed an application in the High Court of Lesotho seeking 
an order to invalidate the legislation which reinstated his 
majesty the king three months ago. In papers before the 
High Court, Mr. Ahauoe has argued that the legislation 
which reinstated his majesty was in conflict with the 
Constitution of Lesotho. 


Zambia 


MMD Offficial Criticizes Party’s Expulsion 
Threats 


MB2203124895 Lusaka THE POST in English 
ls Feb 95 p 1 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Issuing threats of expulsions 
from the party to dissenting members of the Movement 
for Multi-party Democracy (MMD) has become a tool to 
further personal interests, deputy secretary Derrick Chi- 
tala has charged. 


Chitala said in an exclusive interview last Wednesday 
that the principle of expulsion should be discarded 
because it was undemocratic. He specifically accused 
MMD Chairman for Economy Enoch Kavindele of 
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betraying former legal affairs minister and Chingola 
member of parliament Ludwig Sondashi by campaigning 
for his expulsion. 


“*Kavindele lobbied the MMD National Executive Com- 
mittee (NEC) heavily that his tribesman Ludwig Son- 
dashi be expelled from the party forever. Little did I 
know that he was eyeing the Chingola seat,” Chitala 
revealed. 


The NEC expelled Sondashi for alleging, at his resigna- 
tion press conference held at the Ministry of Legal 
Affairs last July, that President Chiluba smokes dagga 
{marijuana} and is involved in drug trafficking. No. 
Chitala says the punishment was extreme. 


**As a matter of principle I disagreed with Sondashi for 
attacking the President in that manner, but I have always 
said expulsions are extreme forms of discipline. Son- 
dashi should have been disciplined through other means, 
even a suspension from NEC was going to be enough, but 
expelling him is too draconian,” Chitala explained com- 
passionately. 


He said it was not MMD’s initial concept to resort to 
such measures. “The principle of expulsions is inconsis- 
tent with democratic practice. MMD must realise that 
every person expelled takes away his group of followers 
and sympathisers and whether we like it or not democ- 
racy is a game of numbers,” Chitala said. 


“*“Kavindele came from nowhere and vigorously called 
for Sondashi’s expulsion with little morality after the 
derogatory remarks and insults he himself showered on 
us and President Chiluba,” Chitala charged. 


Kavindele has however denied campaigning against Son- 
dashi. 


‘That is not true. It was in fact Derrick, Dean and camp 
who were against Sondashi. I never was,” he said. 


Kwavindele who has just been adopted by the MMD to 
contest the seat left by Sondashi said: “I am just a 
popular politician in Chingola who has done a lot for 
that constituency. I built a clinic, rehabilitated schools 
and funded several projects when I was MP for Chingola 
in the Second Republic. It is just petty jealousy from the 
Chitalas,” Kavindele explained. 


Chitala said he would not go along with those of his 
colleagues who want dictatorial forms of governance. 
“You cannot expel a member for expressing an opinion. 
We cannot even deny members access to the media. 
Democracy thrives on communication and it is only 
dictatorships which conceal information,” he charged. 


Last week Chitala called Kavindele a fraud who should 
not have been allowed to contest for the Chingola seat on 
an MMD ticket. 


Kavindele charged, the Chitalas were scared he would 
curtail their shady deals once he was elected MP and 
became finance minister. 
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Paper Queries Chiluba Ties With DEC 


MB2203125095 Lusaka THE POST in English 
14 Feb 95 p 6 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) There is a growing number of 
people questioning the relationship between the Presi- 
dent of the Republic of Zambia and the Drug Enforce- 
ment Commission (DEC). 


The judicial officers who attended a seminar organised 
by the DEC in Siavonga a fortnight ago expressed 
discomfort with the powers the President had over the 
appointment and dismissal of the DEC commissioner. 
As the situation stands today, the appointment and 
dismissal of the DEC commissioner is a prerogative of 
the President. 


DEC officers, for understandable reasons, are playing 
down, or are trying to conceal, the negative effects of 
their relationship with State House. In Siavonga, and 
elsewhere in public, they have always defended their 
relationship with State House. But for those who have 
had contact, in privacy, with these officers know these 
gentlemen are being insincere. They feel so discomforted 
when the President is not happy with their work—as was 
the case recently when contents of the commissioner’s 
report to the President on the drug links of his son, 
Castro, were leaked to the press. 


The judicial officers who questioned the relationship 
between the DEC and State House are not political 
animals. The government and the DEC are being narrow 
minded by playing down the valuable observations 
made, and advice given by the magistrates among others, 
in Siavonga. 


Similar concerns have been raised by the Catholic’s 
Commission for Peace and Justice. These too are not 
politicians or enemies of President Chiluba out to dis- 
credit his government. It may be necessary to find out 
why and how the law was changed in late 1993 to 
appreciate what is at stake. 


Prior to the change of law, the President had only power 
to appoint, and not to arbitrarily dismiss, the commis- 
sioner. President Chiluba had an explained differences 
with then DEC commissioner, Kamoyo Mwale, and 
changed the law purely for the purpose of getting rid of 
Mwale. 


It is difficult to appreciate how anyone can have so much 
trust in the presidency on matters of drug-trafficking and 
drug abuse when we know what has happened in other 
countries where presidents have been involved in drug- 
trafficking. And with such a high number of politicians 
in all the major political parties being accused of drug- 
trafficking, there is a high probability that we may one 
day have a president who is directly or indirectly con- 
nected to the drug world or benefitting from drug money 
or indeed one sponsored by drug cartels. 


We all know that people who have been accused of 
drug-trafficking in this country had at one point or 
another funded some presidential candidates. 
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The accusations made by President Chiluba’s former 
legal minister, Ludwig Sondashi, that the President 
smokes dagga and drug- trafficks speaks volumes about 
why the President should not be, directly or indirectly, 
the commander-in-chief of the DEC. 


How can Zambians even be expected to trust President 
Chiluba in issues about drugs when he cannot even 
publicly admit that he has brought a drug problem to 
State House. He has failed to publicly acknowledge that 
his son Castro is pushing drugs. 


The positive political support the DEC is claiming to be 
receiving from the MMD government is childish and 
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cheap public relations. Almost all the major drug- 
trafficking in this country are usually well connected 
politically. 


The biggest obstacle to the mounting of a serious anti- 
drug war in this country is political commitment. The 
amount of resources, financial and otherwise, allocated 
to an institution or venture is usually the first sign of any 
government’s political commitment. 


Cheap and politically appeasing statements by the DEC 
will only further undermine the already declining credi- 
bility of this greatly important commission. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


12 WEST AFRICA 


Cote d’Ivoire 


Kpomakpor Accuses Government of Backing 
Liberia’s Taylor 
AB2303115295 Abidjan LE JOUR in French 23 Mar 95 p 3 


[FBIS Translated Text] Ghanaian President Jerry Raw- 
lings, who has resumed his consultations on the Liberian 
crisis, expressed his “dissatisfaction” over the breaking 
down of the peace process and the resumption of fighting 
in that country, an official of the Ghanaian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs reported yesterday. The Ghanaian heau 
of state, who is also current chairman of the Economic 
Community of West African States [ECOWAS], received 
David Kpomakpor, chairman of the Liberian Council of 
State—transitional executive body—as well as Tradi- 
tional Ruler Tamba Taylor and Anthony Nyakyi, the 
UN special envoy to Liberia. 


In October 1994, Ghana embarked on a mediation 
attempt to help end the civil war which has resulted in 
the death of 150,000 people in Liberia since December 
1989. The peace talks were suspended on 31 January 
indefinitely after participants failed to reach an agree- 
ment on the composition of the future Council of State. 


The Ghanaian head of state said he intended to consult 
with his subregional counterparts on how to reactivate the 
peace process, Kwame Amoa-Awuah, director of African 
affairs at the Ghanaian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


According to Mr. Kpomakpor, an ECOWAS summit 
might be held in Accra early April. Receiving some jour- 
nalists after his discussions with President Rawlings, Mr. 
Kpomakpor stated that the Liberian conflict could not be 
settled as long as countries from the subregion continued 
to supply factions with arms. Mr. Kpomakpor mainly 
accused Cote d'Ivoire of supporting Charles Taylor’s 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia. This accusation, which 
has already been made many times in the past by the 
Liberian transiticn authorities, has always been denied by 
Abidjan. This same accusation was reported by BBC, the 
London-based radio, in its program yesterday. In fact, our 
fellow media house reported that Charles Taylor's soldiers 
behave in Cote d'Ivoire as if they were on territory under 
their control; they do whatever they please with the com- 
plicity of the Ivorian Army. 


The Gambia 


Former Justice Minister Mbai Released 


AB2203213395 Paris AFP in French 1900 GMT 
22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Banjul, 22 Mar (AFP)—Former 
Justice Minister Fafa Edrissa Mbai, who was arrested in 
Banjul yesterday after being dismissed from office, was 
released this evening, an official source disclosed. Mr. 
Mbai was questioned for “corruption, tax evasion, influence 
peddling, and costly money transfers abroad,” the Gambian 
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national radio reported, pointing out that a Gambian busi- 
nessman bailed him out. The radio also explained that the 
former justice minister had agreed ‘“‘to cooperate” with the 
police in the inquiry that has been opened. 


The 20 March cabinet reshuffle was also marked by the 
dropping of Foreign Minister Bolong Sonko and John 
Bojang, Trade, Industry, and Employment Minister. The 
latter, who is an uncle of Gambian President Lieutenant 
Yayah Jammeh, has been appointed ambassador to 
France. Lt. Jammeh came to power after toppling Pres- 
ident Dawda Jawara’s civil administration on 22 July. 


Mr. Mbai was the brain behinc the Advisory Committee, 
a 22-member body endorsed by Lt. Jammeh, which 
advocated the handing over of power by the military in 
July 1996, which is the date accepted by the men who 
carried out the coup d’eiat. 


Ghana 


Ethnic Clashes in North, Death Toll Reported 


AB2303110095 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Tension remains high in the 
northerii rcgion of Ghana where ethnic fighting flared up 
last week between the Konkombas and the Nanumbas. 
About 30 people were reported killed in the clashes 
which now appear to have abated. But the police say 
heavy casualties took place when they encountered 
groups of Konkomba warriors. With an update on the 
conflict in northern Ghana, here is Ben Ephson: 


[Begin Ephson recording] Police sources in northern 
Ghana told me yesterday that armed Konkomba groups 
tried to storm towns and villages around the Nanumba 
town of Bimbila. They disobeyed police orders to Gis- 
perse and attacked the police. The police returned fire, 
resulting in the death of 21 armed Konkombas with | 20 
injured. The death of the 21 Konkumbas brings the 
death toll since renewed clashes began to 61. Senior 
government sources in Accra have, under quiet, 
expressed grave concern about the large stockpile of 
AK-47’s and J3 rifles some warring ethnic groups have. 
The arms were allegedly bought with proceeds from war 
funds some ethnic groups have set up. The presence of 
the police and military in the conflict area has prevented 
further clashes. But the question political analysts are 
asking is: Can the government keep the police and the 
military in northern Ghana for ever? Ghanaians were 
shocked at the death of over 2,000 people in ethnic 
clashes involving the Konkombas and other tribes last 
year. Unless the government redoubles its peace effort in 
solving northern Ghana’s ethnic problem, Ghanaians 
will be in for a greater shock. These clashes are gradually 
giving some permanency and as a member of Parliament 
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observed, the situation where some Ghanaians will feel 
unsafe to visit certain parts of the country, must be 
avoided. [end recording] 


Liberia Transitional Government Head Leaves 
After Talks 


AB2203/91095 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1800 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The head of the Liberian 
National Transitional Government, Mr. David Kpo- 
makpor. left Accra today after two days of discussions 
with the subcommittee on the Liberian crisis. Mr. Kpo- 
makpor also held discussions with the chairman of 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States], President Jerry John Rawlings, and Chief Tamba 
Taylor. He was seen off at the airport by the Liberian 
Ambassador to Ghana, Mr. (W.B. Greaves). 


Niger 


Prime Minister Meets With Islamic Groups 


AB2303 100695 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network in 
French 1900 GMT 22 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Prime Minister Amadou Hama 
met with our country’s Islamic associations in Niamey 
this afternoon. It was a first meeting to establish contact 
and it enabled the two sides to exchange views on the 
current sociopolitical situation in the country, particu- 
larly the future of Islam in our country, a religion which 
nearly all Niger citizens follow. At the meeting, the prime 
minister reiterated the importance the Niger Govern- 
ment places on Islam, saying this should help us to revive 
our values. Here 15 the prime minister's address to the 
Islamic associations. 


[Begin Hama recording] Dear Brothers in Islam: When I 
took office four weeks ago, one of my priorities was to hold 
this meeting with you. Thanks to God, the merciful, we 
have got together today for our first meeting which, I hope, 
will enable us to have a fruitful exchange of views on our 
country’s globai situation and the future of our common 
religion. It is well known that Niger is a country which has 
accepted, as principle, the idea that each citizen can 
practice the religion of his choice. What is more, Islam is a 
religion which accepts and recognizes the principle of 
cohabitation with all other revealed religions. Niger, there- 
fore, respects and will continue to respect all religions 
which acknowledge that there is only one God. 


In addition to this truth, there is the truth of the choice 
of the overwhelming majority of Nigerois. Indeed, nearly 
98 percent of Nigerois are Muslims. It is therefore not 
surprising that the state and the Government of Niger 
grant special position to and show deep respect for Islam. 
This is why I reaffirm that my government and myself 
will grant Islam ali the privileges that the practice of 
religious institutions confers on it and the devotion that 
our people have for it. Therefore, as scholars of Islam 
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you should, while working for the deepening of knowl- 
edge of Islam and the dissemination of its precepts 
among the popular masses, guard against serving as 
political instruments for people who only see in religion 
a means of achieving their worldly ambitions. 


You are aware, perhaps, that for some time now, insidious 
rumors have been going round town that the Amadou 
Hama government allegedly paid the last salaries of the 
month with money obtained from a deal cut on the signing 
of the family code. I know where the rumors came from 
and who started them. They are intentionally aimed at 
piiting Muslims attached to the traditions of the Islamic 
World against the government and it seeks to make the 
people waver in the awareness they have achieved for some 
time now. I therefore wish to reaffirm that the National 
Assembly is the only body which is empowered to discuss 
such matters and formulate laws in the interests of our 
country in accordance with the spirit our Constitution. On 
our part, we are too respectful of God, his prophet, and our 
people to make such risky decisions. 


On another level, it is unfortunate to note the breakdown 
of order in our country, the loss of the basics of our 
traditional values, and the disintegration of the family 
unit. This situation, we must admit, is nothing but the 
consequence of the poverty and misery which for some 
time now has developed up to an unbearable proportion. 
We must also acknowledge that this poverty and this 
misery are nothing but the results of iack of any real 
work, as well as the attitude for easy money and wide- 
spread absenteeism and inexplicable resignation [words 
indistinct]. Islam should therefore help us return to our 
values. It should help us push the Nigerois back to work. 
Did our prophet not once say that creatures of God, man 
must work [words indistinct] as if he will never die: he 
must also work for the next world as if he might die 
tomorrow. Islam should help us to repair our fatherland. 
In a word, it should help us to wake up and improve the 
situation of our country. However, in order to do this, as 
I told you during the national conference, we should 
introduce the teachings of God in our schools. We should 
teach our children the values of religion, without which 
man is no different from animals and the society [words 
indistinct], introducing the teachings of God in our 
schools does not in any way mean we should support 
fundamentalism and religious intolerance or develop 
blind fanatism [words indistinct] modern civilization. 
We must never forget that Niger is one of many countries 
of this vast world and [passage indistinct] without the 
risk of being marginalized. We should therefore respect 
others just as we would like others to respect us. We 
should be tolerant of others and leave it to God to 
acknowledge his own. Let us therefore propagate our 
faith with neither violence nor extremism with the spirit 
of peace harmony with all the countries of the world. 


In conclusion, I urge you to pray for the strengthening of 
faith in our country, pray for peace and serenity among 
all citizens, pray for prosperity for our people so that 
God may bestow his clemency and his mercy on our 
country. Amen. [end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Nigerian Official Donates Meningitis Vaccines 


AB2203 161395 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network in 
French 1200 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text) Colonel Yakubu Muazu, the 
military administrator of Sokoto State, Nigeria, arrived 
in Our country this morning. Shortly after his arrival, he 
was received by President Mahamane Ousmane, and 
later by Prime Minister Amadou Hama. After the meet- 
ings, Col. Muazu told the media that he came to Niamey 
with a donation from Sokoto State to our country, that is 
100,000 doses of meningitis vaccines. Out of the 100,000 
doses, 20,000 will be sent to Tahoua Prefecture. This 
gesture, he pointed out, is in line with the centuries-old 
friendship and cooperation between Niger and Nigeria. 


Nigeria 


Detained Former Head of State Under House Arrest 


AB2303091595 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The new Nigerian information 
minister, Walter Ofonagoro, says the next general elec- 
tions will be free and open to all political parties. In a 
BBC interview, he said the military authorities will 
establish democratic institutions including an electoral 
commission and a constitutional court, following the 
current constitutional conference which is preparing for 
a return to civil rule. The minister’s remarks come as the 
former president of the United States, Jimmy Carter, is 
in Nigeria to press for the release or irial of people 
detained in connection with an alleged coup plot. Dr. 
Ofonagoro said one of the detainees, the former head of 
state Olusegun Obasanjo, has been moved from prison to 
house arrest following Mr. Carter’s intervention. 


Civil Servants Suspend Strike, Resume Work 


AB2203 142695 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 0900 
GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Civil servants in Ilorin, Kwara 
State, have resumed work yesterday following suspen- 
sion of their strike action. The workers went on the strike 
action to demand the payment of their housing and 
transport allowances as approved by the Federal Gov- 
ernment. Our correspondent in Ilorin who went round 
the town observed that some ministries and parastatals 
have awakened for normal businesses and activities. In 
some government establishments, policemen were 
deployed to guard the offices. 


Meanwhile, the state administrator, Group Captain 
Babagana lyam, has restated government policy of no 
work, no pay. He announced this while inspecting gov- 
ernment ministries and parastatals in Ilorin. Gr. Capt. 
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lyam said it was not true that the state government had 
received additional money from the Federal Govern- 
ment to pay the allowances. 


Government ‘Will Not Succumb to Blackmail’ 


AB2303113495 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 0900 
GMT 23 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Military Govern- 
ment says it will not succumb to blackmail in the 
implementation of its policies and programs. The head 
of state stated this in Abuja yesterday while receiving a 
delegation of amirs from Katagum emirate in Bauchi 
State who paid him a solidarity visit. General Abacha 
said the policies and programs of the present adminis- 
tration would be pursued with vigor and more commit- 
ment. The head of state appealed to Nigerians to con- 
tinue to pray for peace and stability for the nation. 


Earlier, the amir of Katagum, Alhaji Muhammed Kabir 
Umar, who led the delegation, had reaffirmed the confi- 
dence of the people of the area in the present administra- 
tion. 


Media Council Views Reports on ‘Sensitive’ Issues 


AB2203190795 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1800 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The Nigeria Press Council says it 
has worked out a program on the visitation and accredita- 
tion of journalism training institutions in the country. Ina 
communique, the Council said it viewed with concern the 
handling of reports on recent developments in the country 
by a section of the media. It noted that a section of the 
media was confusing fiction and opinionated writing with 
facts in its reports on sensitive issues. The Council warned 
that if this trend was not checked, it might cause irrepa- 
rable damage to the image of the profession. 


Investment, Protection Accord Signed With UK, 
Netherlands 


AB2203144795 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 0900 
GMT 22 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria has signed an invest- 
ment promotion and protection agreement with Britain 
and the Netherlands. Approval has also been given for 
the signing of similar agreements with Romania and 
Switzerland, while that with the United States, South 
Korea, and Belgium are in the pipeline. 


A director in the Federal Ministry of Industry, Mr. Akaje 
Obi, announced this in Lagos at the opening of talks 
between Nigerian and the British Chamber of Com- 
merce. Mr. Akaje Obi said Nigeria was prepared to enter 
into such accord with any other country that is wishing 
to do so. He reiterated the determination of the Federal 
Government to fully protect all foreign investment in the 
country. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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